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  1.   Background of the Subcommittee on Winter Environmental Issues 

(1) Discussions at the 12th WWCAM Conference in 2006 

At the twelfth Mayors Conference in Changchun, China, discussions were held under the theme  
of “Winter Environmental Concerns.” Worldwide interest in the global environment has been 
increasing year after year, and this has been the case also in China, the host of the Mayors 
Conference.

The Mayors Conference included presentations by participants on the challenges unique to 
winter cities, such as the effective use of energy for heating, the use of biomass as a fuel, and the need 
for central heating systems that are kind to the environment. 

(2) Changchun Declaration Adopted 

The Changchun Declaration was adopted on the last day of the Mayors Conference, following 
discussions by representatives of the winter cities. It expresses the determination of the winter cities 
to endeavor to promote environment-friendly activities.  

The declaration states it this way: “Acknowledging that urban activities with reduced
energy consumption and with less impact on the environment are important for dealing with 
environmental issues, . . . each city will deal with these issues with utmost wisdom and effort.”  

Changchun Declaration 

•  Environmental issues such as global warming are serious issues that all cities have to urgently  
deal with no matter where they are located. 

•  In winter cities, with their low temperatures, heavy snowfalls, and harsh climatic conditions,  
the consumption of energy for heating and for snow removal and melting is enormous, and  
with rapid urbanization, excessive energy consumption has been adversely affecting the global 
environment year after year. 

•  Acknowledging that urban activities with reduced energy consumption and with less impact  
on the environment are important for dealing with environmental issues, we, the World Winter  
Cities Association for Mayors, hereby declare that each city will deal with these issues  
with utmost wisdom and effort. 

•  The Association also declares that the ideals of the declaration should be promoted to as many 
winter cities of the world as possible, and that the Association will make its utmost effort to  
promote these ideals through education and information. 



(3) Establishment of the Subcommittee on Winter Environmental Issues 

In response to the statements of the Changchun Declaration, the Subcommittee on Winter 
Environmental Issues was established at the 12th WWCAM Conference. The Subcommittee has  
as its goal to study measures that will counter threats to the environment in winter cities. The city of 
Sapporo serves as the secretariat of the Subcommittee. 

Reference:  Timeline and goals of international actions in relation to the global environment 

Source:  Takashi Matsumura: “Global Environment: Overview of the past year,” 
     Journal of Resources and Environment, December 2009, 
     Environmental Communications. Co. Ltd, 2009.



2.  Activities of the Subcommittee (2006 – 2010) 



  The web site of the World Winter Cities Association for Mayors (WWCAM) carries reports 
  of the subcommittee meetings and results of the questionnaire surveys. 

in English, Japanese, Chinese, Russian and Korean

  WWCAM web site
http://www.city.sapporo.jp/somu/kokusai/wwcam/winterenviromental.html 



3.   First Subcommittee Meeting 

< July 26, 2006; Nuuk, Greenland > 

 Participants:  Changchun and Qiqihar (China); Nuuk (Greenland); Sapporo (Japan); 
Taebaek (Korea); Anchorage (U.S.A.) 

Agenda 1. Briefing of the results of the first questionnaire survey  

 (1)  Outline of member cities  

The chart indicates annual  

precipitation and snow 
accumulation. 
 Some Chinese cities have  
no snow accumulation. On  
the other hand, the depth
of snow in Aomori is as  
great as 7.7 meters.

 The chart below indicates population and land area of member cities. Population varies 
from approximately 9.7 million in Harbin, China to 15 thousand in Nuuk, Greenland. 

A wide variety of environmental issues, such as air pollution, water and soil 
contamination, waste, energy conservation, global warming, and vehicular pollution are 
common to all the member cities regardless of the size of the city or its regional 
characteristics. Among all the issues, global warming is the concern of not only national 
government, but also of local governments. The result indicates that the member cities 
are highly aware of the abnormal climate, local governments are responsible for 
environmental measures in most of the cities, and a large number of cities have been 
educating residents on environmental issues. 

On the other hand, citizens’ awareness of environmental issues beyond global 
warming, such as air pollution and water contamination, varies from city to city. 



(2)  Environmental issues in member cities 

    Replies from member cities revealed that the following are major environmental concerns  
  in their cities.

 Member cities replied that all the items listed are serious issues to them, which means they are  
dealing with a multiple number of issues at the same time. 



(3)  Administrative body responsible for environmental measures 

 To the question “Who is responsible  
 for environmental measures, the  
 city or national government?”  
 most of the respondents stated that  
 the city government has  
 responsibility for most of the  
 items listed. 

However, global warming  
 countermeasures are the  
 responsibility of the national  
 government in most of  
 the member cities. 

 (4)  Impact of the global warming and countermeasures 

  a.  Environmental measures to be taken 
Investigation was done on what measures among many global environment-related issues 
member cities think it necessary to take. 

(Multiple choices accepted) 

(Multiple choices accepted) 

Air Pollution

Water & Soil Contamination




